14                 Translator's Preface
After his brilliant record at Rome, M. Iswolsky became
Minister Plenipotentiary at Belgrade, and afterwards
occupied successively the posts of Munich, Tokio and
Copenhagen. In 1906 he assumed the heavy responsi-
bilities of Minister of Foreign Affairs, and it is the earlier
part of his tenure that forms the subject of these memoirs,
though they also cover in a general way his activities
while at Copenhagen and his reasons for resigning his
post at Tokio.
While unsuccessful in his negotiations with Count
von Aerenthal at Buchlau in 1908, concerning Austria's
annexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, his tact prevented
a serious rupture between Russia and Austria, and led
indirectly to the consummation of the entente with Eng-
land and France and the renewal of friendly relations
with Japan. Toward the close of his service as Minister
of Foreign Affairs, the political affiliation with M.
Stolypine, which he describes in his memoirs, suffered a
change, due to his disapproval of M. Stolypine's national-
ist ideas, notably with respect to Finland, and he resigned
from the Ministry to become Ambassador to France
in 1910.
His love for France, his understanding of her people
and his admiration for their heroism and endurance
made the years which he spent at Paris most valuable
politically and most agreeable socially. His fidelity
to the cause of the Allies and his faith in their ultimate
victory was unwavering. The writer of these lines
recalls the emphasis with which he said one day in June
of 1918, when the German Army was approaching Paris,
that the world would not be worth living in if so pre-
posterous an outcome should result as Germany's
triumph.
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